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Footpath improvement is central to Shrewsbury Ramblers activity. Our P3 group is the most active in the county 
with 1619 volunteer hours this year and completes an impressive amount of work – gates, stiles, bridges, signage 
etc. Our priority has been the footpaths included in our guide book ’20 Walks in and around Shrewsbury’, but the 
group has recently worked as far afield as Craven Arms. Earlier this year we welcomed a new Footpath 
Secretary who has been able to respond quickly to reports of problems. He works closely with the Area Footpath 
Secretary to ensure a co-ordinated approach to footpath management. The most exciting project of the year has 
been our involvement in the Shropshire Way Association’s drive to develop a new route for the Shropshire Way 
as a linear, long distance footpath. The Association has completed the waymarking, created a website produced 
a leaflet describing each section and has worked with the author from Cicerone to publish the guide book towards 
the end of next year. 
 
All of this work includes the protection of the countryside and enables access to it via its footpaths. Surveys of the 
Severn Way and the on-going work for the Shropshire Way contribute to the enhancement of the rural 
environment. The rate of new housebuilding and a presumption in favour of building development is a challenge 
but planning applications are scrutinised and objections are made where footpaths are compromised. Group 
members attend meetings convened by Shropshire Council to ensure that our voice is heard, and the Rights of 
Way Group has recently been resurrected to enable informed discussions to take place and remind Shropshire 
Council that we will always do everything we can to protect the countryside. We are in regular contact with the 
local Wildlife Trust. 
 
It is important to let people know who we are and what we do by using the internet to reach more people cost-
effectively. The Shrewsbury Ramblers website (www.ramblers.org.uk/shrewsbury) has been migrated from 
Joomla to the Central Ramblers platform. The previous content has been recreated along with new pages and 
positive feedback has been received from other Ramblers groups. Other local publicity (newspaper/magazine 
articles, Facebook, Twitter) has continued to be highly successful and increased the number of people joining our 
walks – even on those days where numbers were usually low. Sundays, Tuesdays and summer Wednesday 
evenings regularly attract large numbers, Thursday morning and Saturday bus rambles are increasingly popular. 
Most walks include visitor(s) from ramblers’ groups elsewhere in the country and some holidaymakers from 
abroad, as well as new members or those thinking of joining us – they all get a warm welcome from regular 
walkers. Our membership numbers have started to rise to 391 -10 more than at this time last year - despite the 
sad loss of long-term members who can no longer walk with us, and the proliferation of other walking groups. The 
benefits of walking are widely discussed and new walkers are as keen to tell us how much better they feel as 
existing ones are to talk about issues relating to their knees/ankles/feet! Good walk leadership is essential to this 
feeling of well-being on group walks. This year we have had 2 workshops on walk leading, and sessions on using 
modern technology to provide support. These have been well attended (28 at both) and left members asking for 
more such opportunities. In April we held a Social Evening for walk leaders - and those interested in becoming 
one – and collected ideas from this group to create new guidelines to encourage and support new leaders. Coach 
trips enabling linear walks further afield are popular with our members: Penmaenpool to Barmouth in June; 
another along the coastal path from Borth to Aberystwyth in August, and a recent trip to Crosby to see the 
Gormley beach statues, a nearby NT squirrel park and a 9 mile walk attracted 50 walkers each. This year we had 
two Away Weeks which encouraged members to walk on 5 consecutive days – some members didn’t realise until 
then that they were fit enough to do that. We were blessed with excellent weather both in May – at Barmouth - 
and October in the Yorkshire Dales, where groups of 17 and 24 respectively were led on wonderful walks by our 
own regular walk leaders.  
           
We have increased the number of walks using public transport, joint walks with other groups (Telford and East 
Shropshire, Young Ramblers); monthly Sunday family walks and an occasional pub meal after a short 
Wednesday or Thursday walks which attract different people to walking. All our publicity, particularly the excellent 
magazine articles and photographs, tell their readers why we like walking so much, what the countryside means 
to us and why we need to preserve it. The photographs we show on our display boards or on Facebook show 
non-ramblers what they are missing and how ‘people just like them’ can access it and help conserve it. The 
Shropshire Way project, the guide book ‘20 Walks in and around Shrewsbury’- recently gone to its fourth re-print 
– effective waymarking, the website and our enthusiastic members, all serve to educate the public about the 
countryside and the benefits of walking as an activity. 
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